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Chart of the week 

VLCS to dominate new vessel deliveries 

It appears that the container carriers’ answer to the challenges of sustainable 

shipping and the reduction of emissions is to build ever-larger ships. Apart from 

increasing the size of container vessels, there has been very little real innova-

tion in the industry since the first overpanamax container ship was delivered in 

1988. The average size of new cellular container ships delivered this year will 

reach 6,100 teu. Thus, compared to a decade ago, the average container ves-

sel size more than doubled, according to Alphaliner figures.  

In 2000, the average size of new container ships was only 2,900 teu while the 

largest delivery reached 8,200 teu. Compared to the year 2000, the size of the 

biggest vessel will double to 16,000 teu by the end of next year and increase to 

18,000 teu by 2013. Very large / ultra large containerships (VLCS/ULCS) of 

above 7,500 teu will continue to dominate deliveries in the next decade as car-

riers strive to achieve greater scale economies and reduce  slot cost per teu.  

Carriers have scaled up across all tradelanes, to the point that 7,000-9,000 teu 

ships are becoming a common size on high-volume north-south trades covering 

Africa, Middle East and South America, while 2,500-3,500 teu ships are nowa-

days employed on many feeder services. Very recently, Maersk line even intro-

duced a 5,500 teu feeder vessel, though this remains an isolated case. Deploy-

ing vessels of such sizes in north-south and feeder trades is a relatively new 

trend, observed during the past twelve months. 

Alphaliner Weekly Newsletter is distributed every Monday. The newsletter is available upon subscription. Information is 

given in good faith but without guarantee. Please send your feedback, comments and questions to data@alphaliner.com 

ALPHALINER 
Weekly Newsletter 27.09.2011 to 03.10.2011 

Volume 2011 Issue 40 

Web: www.alphaliner.com    |    E-mail: data@alphaliner.com    |   Sales: commercial@axsmarine.com 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:INSIDE THIS ISSUE:INSIDE THIS ISSUE:INSIDE THIS ISSUE:    

VLCS deliveries VLCS deliveries VLCS deliveries VLCS deliveries     1111    

Idle fleet rises to 2.2% of fleetIdle fleet rises to 2.2% of fleetIdle fleet rises to 2.2% of fleetIdle fleet rises to 2.2% of fleet    3333    

Service Updates Service Updates Service Updates Service Updates     
CSAV/Evergreen terminate FE-
Med slot agreement  
NYK/Hanjin/Evergreen launch 
joint FE-West India loop  
MOL to inject 4,000+ teu ships 
on Far East-India link 
MSC's 'Oceania Express' to be 
ensured through slots  
Evergreen/APL/X-Press cooper-
ate on NCSA/Caribbean  
Maersk/Safmarine add Mo-
zambique call on Safari 3 
GF Group takes over Agrexco 
Israel-West Med reefer-
container  service 

4444    

Corporate UpdatesCorporate UpdatesCorporate UpdatesCorporate Updates    
KL/MOL lower FY2011 earn-
ings estimate 
Safmarine future uncertain 
following management inte-
gration into Maersk Line 
 

8888    

Delivery/S&P UpdatesDelivery/S&P UpdatesDelivery/S&P UpdatesDelivery/S&P Updates    
September/October Deliveries 

10101010    

New Order UpdatesNew Order UpdatesNew Order UpdatesNew Order Updates    
Eimskip orders two 875 teu 
newbuildings  

11111111    

Readers are reminded that unauthorized 
redistribution of the newsletter is prohib-
ited and are requested to quote 
‘Alphaliner’ as source for all data derived 
from the newsletter. Please refer to our 
full user terms and copyrights at 
www.alphaliner.com/terms_of_use.php  

Containership Deliveries Scatter Graph : 1990-2015(F) as at Oct 2011  

Cellular containership  
orderbook capacity  
breakdown as at Oct 2011  
(by teu size range) 

• Almost half of the container-

ship capacity on order is 
concentrated in vessels of 
above 10,000 teu 

• The average size of new-

buildings to come on stream 
within the next three years 
is larger than 6,000 teu 
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MAERSK  
‘EEE’ Class 

CMA CGM  
Marco Polo Class 

Average TEU 
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